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Phone:

858.693.3113




Fax: 

858.312.8460



Email:

rperez@anhsocal.com

Web:

www.ANHsocal.com

EDUCATION

Doctorate of Philosophy: Clinical Psychology



February 2008

(APA Accredited Clinical Psychology Program)


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas


Dissertation: Executive Functioning in Childhood Survivors 

of Cerebellar Pilocytic Astrocytomas

Bachelor of Arts:  Psychology, Spanish




May 2002


University of San Diego

TRAINING

Postdoctoral Fellowship: Pediatric Neuropsychology


December 2009

(CAPIC Accredited Postdoctoral Fellowship)

Advanced Neurobehavioral Health of Southern California

Clinical Psychology Internship





August 2007

(APA Accredited Internship)


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE

Pediatric Neuropsychologist





2010 - Present

Advanced Neurobehavioral Health of Southern California

Private practice providing outpatient neuropsychological for children and adolescents with a variety of developmental, learning, psychological, and medical disorders.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Pediatric Neuropsychology Postdoctoral Fellowship


01/2008-12/2009


Advanced Neurobehavioral Health of Southern California


Supervisor: Robert Gray, Ph.D., ABPP-CN

Two-year fellowship primarily focused on outpatient neuropsychological evaluations of infants, children, adolescents and young adults with a wide range of central nervous system and developmental disorders. Participated in intake evaluations, case staffing and preparation, formal and informal assessment (psychological and neuropsychological testing, play observation, school observations), report writing, feedback to parents and older children, communication and consultation with healthcare professionals and school professionals, and additional case management needs. Participated in independent educational evaluations (IEE), individual education program (IEP) meetings, school consultations, and school observations, as well as research and didactic opportunities.

Clinical Psychology Internship





08/2005-08/2007


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center


Psychoeducational Evaluation Rotation

Rotation Site 1:  Shelton School & Evaluation Center


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center


Supervisors:  Shelley Benton, Ph.D. & Nahid Hooshyar, Ph.D.

Conducted psychoeducational and psychological evaluations on children and adolescents with learning disabilities, emotional problems, and behavioral disorders.  Wrote reports on interpretation of test results and provided feedback and recommendations to parents.


Pediatric Neuropsychology Rotation

Rotation Site 2:  Children’s Medical Center Dallas


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center


Supervisors: Peter Stavinoha, Ph.D., Kristy Hagar, Ph.D., LSSP, 

Christine L. Castillo, Ph.D., LSSP

Conducted inpatient and outpatient neuropsychological evaluations on children and adolescents with medical illnesses and neurodevelopmental disorders, wrote interpretive reports, provided feedback and recommendations to parents and schools, and facilitated access to school services. Participated in multidisciplinary neuro-oncology and neurofibromatosis clinics by providing consultation regarding services accessible in the community, recommendations for school placement, and assessing patients’ needs for further evaluation. Worked within the consult-liaison service to conduct individual therapy with patients and parents. Evaluations and therapeutic services were provided in English or Spanish.

Psychotherapy Practicum






05/2004-08/2007


Southwest Psychotherapy Referral Service


University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Conducted cognitive behavior and psychodynamic therapy under supervision of licensed psychologists with students referred from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center and adults from the local community.

Pediatric Neuropsychology Practicum




05/2005-08/2005


Neuropsychology Department


Children’s Medical Center Dallas

Conducted inpatient and outpatient neuropsychological testing on children with medical disorders, including cancer, brain tumors, genetic disorders, traumatic brain injuries, and neurofibromatosis.

Clinical Child/ Forensic Psychology Practicum



05/2004-05/2005


Henry Wade Juvenile Justice Center

Dallas County Juvenile Department

Conducted clinical interviews with juvenile detainees awaiting detention hearing to assess mental status, and screened detainees for intellectual and academic competency.  Conducted intelligence and personality evaluations. Therapeutic issues focused on positive development, processing grief, decision-making, and developing anger management and coping skills through the use of cognitive behavioral techniques. Facilitated group therapy that focused on developing anger management skills, processing grief, and teaching social skills.

Clinical Child/ Forensic Psychology Practicum



01/2005-05/2005


Youth Village Detention Center

Dallas County Juvenile Department

Conducted supervised individual, group, and family at a residential minimum-security facility for juveniles.  Offered psychotherapeutic services in Spanish and English.  Therapeutic issues included cognitive behavioral interventions, developing anger management and coping skills, improving familial functioning, and processing grief.

Clinical Psychology Practicum





05/2004-5/2006


Psychiatric Emergency Department

Parkland Hospital

Conducted clinical interviews and mental status examinations of acute psychiatric patients to assess psychological functioning and collected collateral information from patients’ families.  Facilitated crisis interventions.  Consulted with residents and attending physicians to determine diagnosis and refer for follow-up care.  

Peer Counselor







09/2000-12/2001


University of San Diego

Provided supportive counseling, academic assistance, and information on services available at University of San Diego to students on academic probation.  Made referrals for students in need of more intensive professional services and coordinating outreach programming.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Supervisor







01/2009-12/2009


Advanced Neurobehavioral Health of Southern California

Participate in development and management of databases consisting of neuropsychological evaluations of clinical populations. Participate in development of research projects and supervision of research assistants. Projects include research on Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, learning disabilities, and executive functions.

Research Intern







05/2005-08/2007


Children’s Medical Center Dallas

Participated in research projects relating to neuropsychological functioning by performing literature reviews and conducting neuropsychological evaluations.  Projects include research on childhood traumatic brain injuries through the Perot Family Center for the Care of Brain and Nerve Injuries, as well as neuro-cognitive deficits in pediatric brain tumor patients less than six years of age and neuro-cognitive deficits and diffusion tensor imaging in pediatric medulloblastoma patients through the Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders.  Dissertation research focused on executive functioning in childhood survivors of cerebellar astrocytomas.
Research Assistant







10/2002-03/2003


University of California, Riverside


Program:  Healthy Families  

Participated in the Healthy Families research project, which examined how parents’ health attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors shape children’s health understandings and behaviors. Transcribed videotaped interactions in both Spanish and English between parents and children and developed a coding scheme.

Research Assistant







07/2001-05/2002


Child and Adolescent Services Research Center


Children’s Hospital San Diego


Program:  Developing Culturally Responsive Treatments for Children

Participated in a research project that dealt with the modification of Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT), a behavior therapy for young behavior-disordered children, to be culturally sensitive for Mexican-American families.  Collected data, developed a coding scheme, coded focus group and interview transcripts in Spanish and English, entered data, and assisted in preliminary statistical analyses.

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

Perez, R. (2009, February). The Neuropsychology of the Cerebellum. Presented at Rady 

Children’s Hospital of San Diego, San Diego, CA.

Perez, R., Allen, G., Gargan, L., Hagar, K., Hynan, L.S., & Stavinoha, P.L.  (2009, February). 

Behavioral Sequelae of Childhood Surgical Resection of Cerebellar Pilocytic Astrocytomas. Accepted for poster session for the annual meeting of the International Neuropsychological Society, Atlanta, GA.
Perez, R. (2008, October). Pediatric brain tumors. Presented at Rady Children’s Hospital of San 

Diego, San Diego, CA.

Perez, R. (2008, April). ¿Qué es un neuropsicólogo pediatra y cómo puede ayudarme con mi 

niño con Autismo? Presented at Crimson Center for Speech and Language Pathology, San Diego, CA.

Perez, R., Allen, G., Gargan, L., Hagar, K., Hynan, L.S., & Stavinoha, P.L.  (2008, October).  

Behavioral Ratings of Executive Function in Children Treated for Cerebellar Pilocytic Astrocytomas.  Accepted for poster session for the annual meeting of the National Academy of Neuropsychology, New York, NY.

Schnoebelen, S., Perez, R., & Stavinoha, P. L. (2008). Brain tumors. In C. L. Castillo (Ed.), 

Children with complex medical issues in schools: Neuropsychological descriptions and interventions (pp. 39-64). New York: Springer Publishing Company.

Schnoebelen, S., Stavinoha, P., Perez, R., Hagar, K., Taylor, S., French, C., & Woolston, D. 

(2007, February).  The effect of processing speed on proactive inhibition in the learning and memory of children treated for primary brain tumors. Accepted for poster session for the annual meeting of the International Neuropsychological Society, Portland, OR.

Perez, R. & Broussard, D.  (2005, May).  Therapeutic issues pertaining to juvenile offenders.  

Presented at Dallas County Juvenile Department-Youth Village, Dallas, TX.

Perez, R., McCabe, K., Martinez, L.F. & Orozco, A.  (2002, April).  Parent and expert 

perceptions of culturally sensitive treatment for Mexican-American youth.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Western Psychological Association Convention, Irvine, CA.

Perez, R. & McCabe, K.  (2002, April).  Developing culturally responsive treatments for 

Mexican-American children. Poster session presented at the University of San Diego Student Research & Internship Conference, San Diego, CA.
LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES

Student Participant, Graduate Admissions Interview Process


2004-2007

Division of Psychology, Department of Psychiatry

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas

Student Representative







2004-2005

Division of Psychology, Department of Psychiatry

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas

Co-Chairperson of Service and Philanthropy Committee



2001-2002

Mortar Board, University of San Diego

Alcala Leadership Program







2001


University of San Diego

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Psychological Association

California Psychological Association

International Neuropsychological Society
National Academy of Neuropsychology

APA Division 40 – Clinical Neuropsychology

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Fluent in Spanish. Bachelor of Arts in Spanish. Conducted many neuropsychological evaluations, therapeutic interventions, and presentations in Spanish.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Bestowed at University of San Diego


Graduated Cum Laude, 2002


Distinguished Graduate in Psychology, 2002


Departmental Honors in Psychology, 2002


Departmental Honors in Spanish, 2002


SURE (Summer Undergraduate Research Experience) Grant Recipient, 2001

University of San Diego Presidential Scholarship, 1998-2002


Dean’s List, 1999-2002

EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE

Leader II








11/2002-06/2003


University Community Park


City of Irvine, CA

Worked in an after school program with elementary school aged children.  Developed and facilitated indoor and outdoor recreational activities, taught arts and craft classes, and assisted children with homework.

Preschool Teacher’s Assistant





09/1998-05/2001

Manchester Family Child Development Center


University of San Diego

Worked in a preschool setting with two to six year old children.  Facilitated group art and recreational activities.

Day Camp Counselor






06/2000-08/2000


Orange Unified School District

Worked in a summer day camp at several schools across the Orange Unified School District.  Facilitated group recreational activities and field trips.

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

Camp Counselor









Orange County Foundation for Oncology Children and Families
06/1997-Present

Camp Ronald McDonald for Good Times



06/1999-08/2003

Facilitate recreational activities for cancer patients and survivors, siblings, and parents during residential camps and excursions. 

Crisis Counselor







09/2005

Hurricane Katrina Red Cross Shelter 

Worked with the pediatrics team to provide supportive counseling and assess for acute psychiatric problems in Hurricane Katrina victims at the Red Cross Shelter in the Dallas Convention Center.

Mentor/Tutor








09/2003-12/2003


Marsh Elementary School, Dallas Independent School District

Tutored elementary school children in various academic subjects, assisted with homework assignments, and acted as a resource for students to discuss school and social issues.

Child Life Volunteer







1997-1999


Oncology Department,  Children’s Hospital of Orange County

Assisted with the playroom and leisure activities for patients and families.

REFERENCES

Available upon request

